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Effective learning technology in education

The adoption of technology in most learning environments has continued to spur higher performance among most learners. Further, the use of this technology has called out for various technological tools that are vital components of the use of technology in classrooms. Additionally, education technology has proven positive effects on supporting students’ achievements in their learning. However, teachers should understand different technological tools that they can use in the classroom practices trough presentation of inclusive lessons during their teaching. This paper focuses on the insight of instructional technology in learning environments, and professional gaps that teachers need to address in their use of technology in their teaching practice.

However, their use of instructional technology endorses a universal design for learning, ultimately improving the performance of most learners. Further, an environment equipped with universal design for learning. There are various forms of presenting learning materials to help all learners. Further instructional technology supports the teaching and learning processes across many learning environments by creating effective platforms for introducing new concepts to learners without much teaching constraints (Ellen et al., 2007). The following are achievements accrued by the use of instructional technology in learning environments; 

Helps in the attainment of cognitive objectives effectively

Instructional technology triggers the motivation of most learners to participate in the learning process, ultimately raising their interests across various disciplines of study. Further, most learners improve on their attention during lessons, thereby translating to more excellent performance in their studies. Additionally, the high levels of motivation among the students improve their cognitive skills, including creativity and innovation during their learning.

Enables students to learn according to their pace

Different learners have varying levels of understanding concepts in class; this makes their academic performances to vary from each other. However, instructional technology provides open resources that may be used by students to further their learning making the slow learners catch up with the rest of their colleagues who grasp concepts at a high rate.

Helps the students develop deep insights into learning contexts

Instructional technology helps the teachers to explain complicated concepts that are difficult to explain orally in class. Further, the technology enables the students to understand what is taught in class though observations without teachers using a lot of time in making oral explanations for them to comprehend concepts in class. However, the adoption of technology across our learning institutions requires most educators to address the gaps that lie in the use of educational technology in learning to optimize the success of our learners ( Lawless et al, 2007). The following are some of the professional development gaps that teachers need to address to ensure that students get the best from the use of instructional technology in class;
Acknowledging individual differences among learners

The teachers should understand that learners develop at varying rates; hence, there is always a range of students’ abilities. Further, they need to accommodate the varying needs of students in their teaching practices.

Encouraging student responsibility

Teachers should ensure that their students are informed on the goals of using technology in their learning for them to succeed in their studies by use of technology.

Building positive relationships among learners

It is essential that teachers include their students in the teaching process through questions and other participatory activities in class.

Monitoring progress of the learners and providing feedback 

Monitoring is a very vital aspect that helps to measure the levels of students' achievements by the use of instructional technology, thereby making necessary corrective actions where appropriate. 
Conclusion

Combatively, instructional technology plays a vital role in increasing motivation and overall achievement of most students in learning. Further, this technology enables learners to understand various concepts despite their different pace of understanding in class. However, teachers need to address multiple gaps that may exist among the students, including encouraging affirmative responsibility amongst the learners. Further, teachers require to initiate effective monitoring mechanisms that can help to determine whether the use of technology in learning translates to better performance among their students’.
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